Misplaced and unused bicycles

Many train stations suffer from a lack of space as well as quality. Bicycles often play a part in this: bicycles unused for long periods may needlessly take up much room and bicycles plunked down all over the place contribute to an annoyingly cluttered station environment. In the fall of 2002 data were collected at several stations.

Table 2 Percentages of misplaced and unused bicycles at nine central stations, fall 2002 in %

	
	misplaced bicycles
	unused bicycles

	Den Haag Centraal
	6
	13

	Utrecht Centraal
	12
	21

	Nijmegen
	5
	14

	Leiden Centraal
	2
	20

	Delft
	17
	23

	Maastricht
	2
	6

	Tilburg
	3
	15

	Eindhoven
	10
	16

	Groningen
	6
	3

	Average
	7
	15


A high percentage of misplaced bicycles (those not in or near bicycle parking facilities) indicates a shortage of good bicycle parking facilities. Eliminating this shortage may strongly reduce the number of misplaced bicycles. At stations with sufficient parking capacity where misplaced bicycles are removed on a regular basis, the percentage of misplaced bicycles may be reduced to 2 to 3%.

The phenomenon of bicycles unused over long periods (those remaining in the same spot for at least four weeks) has previously been noted in Leiden and Tilburg, but it is unclear why these bicycles are not used for so long. That question still has not been answered, but for the first time the size of the problem has been systematically investigated.

Unused bicycles turn out to take up a considerable part of bicycle parking capacity: on average 15%. At three stations the share is limited, at the other six it is a relevant problem, with 13 to 23% of all bicycles.

If the unused bicycles were not present, all nine train stations would by now have enough unguarded bicycle parking facilities! And their environment would look much tidier.

Source: Fietsberaad publication 3, Dynamiek in het parkeren van fietsen bij stations.

